
 

Landslides into Lakes and River Valleys in BC - An 

Unappreciated Hazard 

 

Two recent events highlight the unappreciated risk posed by landslides into water bodies in BC: 

the Eliot Lake landslide and outburst flood in November 2020 and the Chilcotin River 

landslide/outburst flood in July 2024. In this presentation, I review these and other similar 

events and discuss the dangers that sthey pose to communities located along rivers and some 

lakeshores in British Columbia. Although landslides cannot be easily predicted, BC emergency 

managers should have plans in place for what will inevitably be future 'black swan' events of 

this type. 


